By Jdnmes G Wilson

Judges learn 4 ot In 12w school and a8 low-
vers, but even alter they put on black mbes the
training muzt continue, because the world they
confront s hecoming more complex, mooe [1H-
glows and less definsd by wellundersiond legal
maxims, In both clvil and criminad trials, judges
must eviluate competing claims about scientific
pridence presenled by experis hiced by Fval
counse] whe have only a modest interest in truth,

Much of that training todey Is carried oo by
private groyps, including universities, thatl span-
sor seminars. Judges are fres [0 atbend of ignone
these programs &5 they wish, but that [resdem,
even when exercised by an indepanpdent branch
al governasent, does ot sit well with eritics whao
fear thaf some Self-serving ideclopy will be
foisted upon tender judicial Minds.

Sensg, Russ Feingold, John Eerry and Pat
Leahy wani to put an end 10 uniwersity-baged
training peograms, 1T they succesd, all such
training will have to be approved by the Federal
Judicial Center, & group of administralofs gov-
erned by A board of seven judges, constitating
the cesearch &rm of the federa) judictary. But
the real motive of their bill is ool o approve
courses bud to end them.

The bill 12 insplred by an crganization, the
Commumnity Rights Counsel, which is lunded 1o a
significant degres by George Sorvs and chiefly
comcerned with environmental law. It has de-
signed programs to help states and cities press
ghead on environmental mebsures without wo-
rying aboul the lakings clause of the [ederal
Constitution, It mised questions abtout the quali-
fications of John Foberts afd Samuel Alio to be
jusBces of the Supreme Court,

The CRC megards university effons o edu
cate Judpes 45 “Junkers.” 1 am puerded by fhis
view because for many vears | hove spoken or
led seminare al meslings cun by the Geofge
Mason Unlversity School of Law, Most of these
meefings are strickly acodemic exercises in
whizh schojors talk about ecomoenic principies,
statistical techoiques. torl and conlract law,
crieningl and family law, the logic and methods
of science, aid Similar maners. Some go well

Junket’ Science

beyond these issyes and Involve Jectures about
Flutageh, Homer, Montesquien, Locke, Black-
gtome, Tooqueville, Repaissance humanism and
the fmmding of the American republic.

km each two-tdiy sesslon that | bave sttended,
every judge had to read about 50 pages of secl-
oug Schalarly or humandstle writings, ab six-day
sessdans, they had to read ower 500 hundred
pages. The discussions are lively and involve
views [pwn every politleal perspective. The dis-
cusglon leaders have [ncluded John Searie, Orley

Should George Soros decide
what judges learn?

Asbenfeller, Gorden Woed, Cass Sunsteln,
Donald Kagun, Michael Ignatiefl and elght No-
bel laureates, Every judge fo whim [ Bave spo-
ken sald they enjoyed the discussions, Over the
30 years that George Mason has tun this pro-
gram, more than 2,400 judges hawe attepded,
and they include about tweilths of all of the
federal Judges appointed with e fenuire.

Cne reason the CRC digmisses these ventures
a5 |umkets i8 fhad n ke aftermoar, following a
Vough morming of seminacs, the judges play goif
ar take hikes, Bl theres i5 & very good reasan for
letfing them have fun al & nkee cesort, Since (hey
are not padd & fee for aliending, many would not
cormett if they could mod mike it pari of a vacation,
{The universily pavs coach fir fare and hotel
room and food bills, but the goll comes at the
judgis' own expense.]

The other reison CRC callg tham junkeis in
stead of educational activitles s thal it thinks.
far reasons Thal baffle me, that the proups who
donate funds 1o these activities will influence the
Judges and shape their opinlons. That poessibiicy
i farcicul—no donars atiend (he meetings, (he
judges do nol know who the doners are, and no
subject abul which A donor may have a legal
interest i & topic fop discussion. Moreaver, cor-
porate donors Supply less than 109 of George
Mazon's budged [or this evend, one of the largest
in the country.

A fypleal session goes lke this: Professor
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Orley Ashenfelter of Princelon deseribes stalis-
tical correlattons and regression equUatons.
Then [, or someone like me, wes these tech-
aligees to explain what schedars do and do nol
know about delerring crime, evaludting the (m-
pact of Hiegal drugs on crime, and understand-
ing the ways in which private gum possession
does or dees oot affect crime rates. Following
that anaother cholar, such as David Popenoe of
Rutgers, will describe bow statlstical analysls
may help explain the sirengths and weak
negses of families.

Or Goedan Wood from Brown will make clear
hirw the Founders undecsiood democracy, and
another scholar, such as Jasper Griffio feom Ox-
ford, will compars that view to how the anclenl
Greeks undersiood popular rule, The notion that
any of this biases fudges ig ludicrows. On Lhe
coptrary, 1t helps them understand scientific
techniques they may hear discussed in court and
gives them a deeper understanding of the coal-
ture of which Ametica i & part,

Desplte the hard work through which we egg-
heads pul the judges, the New Yerk Times also
relers abso to these trips ag “junkets” and en
dorses the Felngold-Kerry-Leahy bl On the
ABC program 20720, a reparter, parroiing Lhe
views of the CRC, kepl asking judges who pald
the hills for these seminars. They all said they
ifid npot know. The reportef then mitsed alond
about why this information was kept secrat. But
of coupse thejudges did not know: George Mi-
gon keeps the identily of it contributors condi-
denifal precisely in arder to prevent judges lpom
thinking that anything they leacrn might be
linked to the kgal Interests of & donos.

Amy university can offer is owin judichel irgin-
Ing programs. The notion that the Pederal Judi-
cial Center has o pass on them belore juodgpes
ean b allowed (o artend amounts o 2n efort to
aseert centralized paolitical conieel thal can only
be based on one or both of (wo proposttins:
Judges are fco stupid to decide for themeclves
whether 10 aitend, Of every program must con-
tain whatever views the Judicial Conter thinks il
et for judpes to hear
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